
Table C-11.  Graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in private doctorate-granting
institutions, by detailed field: 1990-97
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Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

..................................Total, all surveyed fields 120,966 125,264 130,881 133,840 133,768 132,254 131,218 129,692

............Total, science and engineering fields 109,197 112,778 117,447 118,452 117,296 114,485 113,836 111,843

.............................................Sciences, total 79,380 82,093 86,010 87,562 87,373 86,357 86,467 84,864

..............................Physical sciences, total 9,150 9,291 9,431 9,321 9,102 8,687 8,513 8,188
................................................Astronomy 274 283 308 301 382 356 349 307

.................................................Chemistry 5,132 5,252 5,327 5,314 5,200 5,037 5,023 4,800
.....................................................Physics 3,723 3,756 3,796 3,706 3,503 3,275 3,135 3,076

..........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 21 0 0 0 17 19 6 5

...............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 2,302 2,440 2,533 2,572 2,717 2,427 2,286 2,113
..............................Atmospheric sciences 28 20 25 18 19 25 20 24

............................................Geosciences 1,391 1,360 1,388 1,401 1,414 1,329 1,260 1,195
.........................................Oceanography 414 433 454 477 559 440 414 391

...........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 469 627 666 676 725 633 592 503

...............................Mathematical sciences 4,063 4,181 4,296 4,187 4,216 4,081 3,965 3,728

....................................Computer sciences 11,736 11,576 12,410 12,512 11,717 11,152 11,833 11,751

..................................Agricultural sciences 443 477 452 437 438 409 404 375

............................Biological sciences, total 12,591 13,168 13,708 14,320 14,828 15,362 15,349 15,321
...................................................Anatomy 285 286 288 267 274 277 318 316

............................................Biochemistry 1,551 1,623 1,685 1,785 1,694 1,637 1,510 1,460
.....................................................Biology 3,347 3,266 3,372 3,377 3,317 3,445 3,480 3,594

.............................Biometry/epidemiology 789 806 803 930 978 1,088 1,224 1,166
................................................Biophysics 286 310 334 354 379 373 374 329

......................................................Botany 167 168 126 139 120 139 137 143
..............................................Cell biology 1,113 1,222 1,269 1,285 1,483 1,532 1,499 1,474

....................................................Ecology 56 88 89 89 106 102 98 90
..........................Entomology/parasitology 68 69 66 61 70 62 63 60

...................................................Genetics 366 420 466 586 566 574 560 569
...........Microbio., immunology, & virology 1,209 1,335 1,387 1,460 1,503 1,497 1,491 1,467

....................................................Nutrition 597 597 616 733 780 853 847 825
.................................................Pathology 387 391 397 503 557 552 557 611

..........................................Pharmacology 719 760 772 772 851 828 855 832
................................................Physiology 738 802 791 813 857 992 938 925

....................................................Zoology 134 151 138 139 134 149 127 125
...................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 779 874 1,109 1,027 1,159 1,262 1,271 1,335

................................................Psychology 16,844 18,429 19,002 19,454 19,587 18,995 19,320 19,141

.................................Social sciences, total 22,251 22,531 24,178 24,759 24,768 25,244 24,797 24,247
.............................Agricultural economics 115 115 118 112 115 133 86 70

...............Anthropology (cultural & social) 1,742 1,766 1,918 1,904 2,019 2,091 2,095 2,066
...............Economics (except agricultural) 4,281 4,251 4,408 4,315 4,199 4,210 4,022 3,764

...............................................Geography 187 199 303 326 334 294 318 293
................................................Linguistics 1,010 1,043 835 835 860 811 875 840

.......................................Political science 9,695 9,969 10,927 11,492 11,461 11,510 11,291 10,858
.................................................Sociology 1,836 1,839 2,080 2,176 2,185 2,205 2,113 2,131

............................Sociology/anthropology 308 281 280 189 183 188 181 165
..............................Social sciences, other 3,077 3,068 3,309 3,410 3,412 3,802 3,816 4,060

.........................................Engineering, total 29,817 30,685 31,437 30,890 29,923 28,128 27,369 26,979
..............................Aerospace engineering 886 840 826 803 781 738 741 719
.............................Agricultural engineering 48 40 41 48 55 56 53 48
.............................Biomedical engineering 836 909 988 1,012 1,073 1,042 1,014 961

................................Chemical engineering 1,860 1,920 1,937 1,950 1,979 1,949 1,989 2,024
........................................Civil engineering 3,491 3,917 4,384 4,403 4,661 4,376 4,158 3,732

................................Electrical engineering 11,048 11,158 11,211 10,725 9,705 8,748 8,912 9,207
..................................Engineering science 788 767 729 729 710 658 495 519

....................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 3,345 3,581 3,686 3,626 3,761 3,783 3,584 3,418
.............................Mechanical engineering 4,459 4,438 4,484 4,531 4,381 3,930 3,602 3,565

.......................Metallurgical/materials eng. 1,723 1,657 1,681 1,570 1,475 1,426 1,377 1,357
...................................Nuclear engineering 205 189 205 212 184 179 154 117

.....................................Engineering, other 1,128 1,269 1,265 1,281 1,158 1,243 1,290 1,312

.........................................Total, health fields 11,769 12,486 13,434 15,388 16,472 17,769 17,382 17,849
................................................Clinical fields 504 752 840 933 974 966 999 1,048

...........................................Dental sciences 210 225 281 273 280 326 299 321
........................................................Nursing 4,267 4,139 4,329 4,468 4,572 4,910 4,433 4,316

.............................Pharmaceutical sciences 669 724 530 502 555 541 518 546
.......Preventive medicine/community health 2,526 2,496 2,658 3,116 3,508 3,596 3,385 3,391

........................Speech pathology/audiology 974 1,020 1,234 1,573 1,648 1,750 1,774 1,898
.....................................Veterinary sciences 60 54 43 51 51 40 38 37

........................................Other health fields 2,559 3,076 3,519 4,472 4,884 5,640 5,936 6,292

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering


